Ed,  Daday,  Anjulie van den Berg

De Achtkant 25, 1852  BV  Heiloo

Netherlands

Tel: 31-(0)72 – 532 2818

E-mail:   edberg51@planet.nl
December 2010
Dear family and friends,

As we are about to e-mail and snailmail this newsletter, we are looking forward to 2½  months in the Philippines. Ed has collected many leave days and has to use them before shifting jobs. We will spend some of this time in our former project in the Philippines doing some physics teaching and assisting our colleagues in whatever they like to be assisted. We will be in Cebu until the end of February 2011.

The Winter of 2011 had much more snow than usual, 41 days of some snow cover while most winters we have 17 days. Every time it melted there was more coming and every time with fresh snow, the world looked very pretty. Then came the Iceland volcano. It forced Vince and Lois Lunetta (Vince was Ed’s PhD supervisor) to make use of our hospitality for an extra week and all four of us enjoyed that, in spite of the uncertainty. Other visitors were the Van den Bergs –descendants of a great uncle who moved to the USA about 1910- from California on their first trip to the Netherlands. It was exciting to meet family and to discover the many things we have in common. A circle is round, this week snow again.
Anjulie continued her physiotherapy studies with success and entered third year and is now doing a minor around sport applications at the Free University. She enjoys her receptionist job at the advertizing agency. She has worked there for 4 years now and colleagues adjust to her changing semester schedules. Anjulie also inherited travel genes and cleverly makes use of air line ticket deals. Both Anjulie and Daday are very much into fitness. Ed hopes to have his turn at sports some time in the future.
For the first time in five years Ed and Daday enjoyed a long Summer vacation spending 4 weeks in BC Canada and Oregon, one of those weeks at the AAPT conference. They enjoyed the hospitality of  Daday’s sister Ging-Ging, husband Audi and children in Vancouver. They visited Ed’s cousin Peter and Betty, his aunt Nel who turned 99, and Marvin and Denise who had been our first visitors in Indonesia days after Anjulie was born. As in 2005 we were awed by the great scenery of BC and Mt Baker just across the border. In the Okinagan valley we attended church and the priest announced that he hoped that the Netherlands would win the soccer World cup final later that day and a bit sarcastically “if you are for Spain..good luck to you”. Unfortunately it did not help as Spain won. Near our motel there was the Spanish Villa Motel with a Dutch flag and a sign Hup Holland Hup. 
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Then we went by train to Portland for the AAPT meeting. What a pleasant city, so bicycle friendly that there are bicycle racks on the buses. A very friendly downtown and much great scenery within 200 km from the city: the Colombia River George, Mt Hood, the coast, the Three Sisters volcanic mountains. Every day a swim in another lake and splendid weather for the whole of July. The Vancouver and Oregon rains stopped when we arrived and probably resumed when we left.
Work was a roller coaster in 2010 with many deadlines and some important public events such as Ed’s inaugural lecture for a senior lecturer’s position at a teacher college affiliated with the University of Amsterdam. The lecture was very public, went well and ended in a very pleasant reception with Indonesian food for visitors and family. Chairing a national teacher education curriculum committee for science and technology generated stress but also provided the opportunity to work some outstanding colleagues. The process of closing our AMSTEL Institute for science and technology education has been bloody with butchers rather than surgeons conducting the reorganization. Cutting 20% of an annual budget of an institute with reserves equal to an annual budget should not lead to closure but apparently the Faculty of Science was after the reserves. The dean and his butchers will be long gone to other jobs when the final damage of their work becomes visible. All 35 people affiliated in full-time and part-time jobs with the AMSTEL Institute will be fired effective 1 October 2011. Why so late, almost 2 years after the initial announcement of November 2009? Because university contracts and regulations provide for a carefully scripted legal process with time lines and protection against firing, etc. These legal rules also provide ample protection for “elderly” like Ed (59) who are guaranteed to receive a certain percentage (70%) the age of 65. However, there are several job prospects at the moment. Most likely there will be a combination of a university job in physics teacher education and a job at a teacher college.

The World is fragile these days in many respects. The economy and financial systems, the global warming, the threats to biodiversity, poverty and war are huge problems requiring all our brain power. Meanwhile political loud mouths like Wilders (Netherlands) and Tea Party (USA) seem to dominate the scene rather than politicians who dare to use their brains. We were very embarrassed by Wilders obtaining almost 20% of the Dutch vote. There are some lights also. China and India continue to grow their way out of poverty and some other populous countries like Indonesia have shown economic and political improvements over the years in spite of natural disasters. And Wilders? Five of his parliamentarians turned out to have convictions or fines for exactly the kind of law and order violations they shout so much about.  
We continue to receive all kinds of messages from our Philippine alumni and sometimes from Indonesian former students as well. They are now making their contribution to science education quality in whatever positions they are in. There are now some 250 of them and 85% is teaching in the Philippines and some other countries including the USA. A few have become principal of a school already. Many have obtained Master degrees. Some take an active role in science teachers associations in their areas. That makes us very happy and we are looking forward to see them in the Philippines in January.

We wish you all a happy and healthy 2011!

Love always,

Ed and Daday and Anjulie
P.S.
If we do not right away react to personal comments on your Christmas cards, please realize that we will be away for 2,5 months. Anjulie will regularly check mail at home. e-mail should work as usual. 










