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UNU-IAS Postdoctoral Fellowship Programme 2004

Introduction

In April 1996, the UN Secretary-General inaugurated UNU-IAS as an in-house community of scholars mandated to research issues located at the intersection between societal and natural systems. The Institute’s mission is to advance the frontiers of knowledge and to promote learning for policy making so as to meet the challenges of sustainable development. As an advanced studies institute, UNU-IAS is, by virtue of its nature, forward-looking and flexible. Our programmatic structure is multidisciplinary and dynamic. One of our key goals is greater equity between developing and developed countries.
In October 2000 UNU-IAS added a Postdoctoral Fellowship to its postgraduate education programme. This programme serves as a complement to the Ph.D. Fellowship Programme that has already been established as one of the premier activities of the institute. So far, more than 100 fellows from some forty countries have passed through the Ph.D. and Postdoctoral Fellowship Programmes. Of those completing the programmes about one third has been women, and developing country participants have outnumbered developed country participants.

The Postdoctoral Fellowship Programme offers five fellowship positions each year for a period of ten months. The Fellowship Programme has four core aims: 

1. To provide young scholars at the postdoctoral level, particularly from developing countries, with an opportunity to experience the unique international academic environment of UNU-IAS.

2. To provide these young scholars with an opportunity to participate in and contribute to the research activities of UNU-IAS in regard to issues of pressing global importance.

3. To provide an opportunity for young scholars from developing countries to interact with the Japanese academic community and, in doing so, provide a conduit between the host country and developing country academia and also the host country and the UN system. 

4. To provide UNU-IAS and its academic community with an opportunity to benefit from the diverse knowledge, background, and experience offered by high calibre young scholars from around the world.

Currently, the scope of the institute’s research activities is comprised and defined in relation to the following five areas: 

1. Biodiplomacy, Biodiversity, and Sustainable Development (Policy oriented research on access to genetic resources and benefit sharing, protection of traditional knowledge, intellectual property rights and human rights, technology transfer, Antarctica and the high seas, biosafety, ethical issues related to human cloning and access to essential medicines in developing countries) 

2. Science and Technology Policy Options for Developing Countries (Policy oriented research on gender issues limiting participation of women in science and technology related career, national innovation systems in developing countries, technology transfer under environment related international legal instruments, application of science and technology for achieving the Millennium Development Goals)

3. Urban Ecosystems (Application of the ecosystem approach to the management of cities)

4. Sustainable Development Governance (Institutions, institutional interplay and effectiveness, regional sustainable development governance, WTO and sustainable development)

5. Sustainable Development Education (Promotion of education for sustainable development, especially at higher education, regional centre of excellence to facilitate communication and collaboration among stakeholders at local level, development of tools to integrate sustainable development into university activities)

Research proposals should relate clearly to one of the above current research areas of UNU-IAS.

Responsibilities

Each fellow is expected to help strengthen the intellectual capacity of UNU-IAS and enhance the spirit of the academic community.  

Under the supervision and general direction of the Programme/Project Manager, each fellow will work on specific research projects, or initiatives, and may be responsible for activities in one or more issue areas. Responsibilities may include: general research and writing activities, contributing to the development of research agendas, assisting in the definition of methodologies and advanced research approaches, assisting in the design and development of course materials, developing and managing scientific networks, organizing conferences and symposia, developing promotional materials, formulating funding proposals, preparation and presentation of research within the UNU-IAS community, preparation of possible in-house and external publications.

Eligibility 

Applicants must have obtained a Ph.D. (or at least successfully defended Ph.D. thesis) in an area broadly associated with the UNU-IAS thematic direction described above prior to 17 May 2004, the application deadline. Language proficiency in English is essential. 

Applicants from developing countries and women are particularly encouraged to apply.

Conditions

The period of the Postdoctoral Fellowship is ten months. Fellows will be provided with their own desk within a dedicated study room in the Institute, a networked PC, and full Internet access including an individual e-mail account. 

Fellows will have access to the UNU Centre Library in Tokyo, which includes an excellent collection of UN documents. They will have access via the UNU Centre Library to various Japanese university libraries and computer database. 

The fellowship provides for a monthly stipend of JPY290,000, from which a monthly usage charge for accommodation is deducted (see below). A one-time only installment of JPY 80,000 will be granted to each fellow at the commencement of the programme for adjustment expenses and incidental costs.   

Eligibility for a second 10-month appointment may be considered based on the Fellow’s performance.

Accommodation 


Postdoctoral Fellows will be provided accommodations by UNU-IAS, located in Yokohama City, 30 minutes from the Institute. The accommodations are fully furnished and include kitchen and bathroom facilities. Usage charges other than utilities (electricity, water, gas, telephone, etc.) are as follows:


Single room apartment (for one person)
  JPY80,000 or more per month


Twin room apartment (for couples)

  JPY130,000 or more per month

Getting to Japan 

UNU-IAS provides fellows with return air tickets between their country of residence and  Narita Airport.   

Admission Procedures

An application form must be completed. Application forms, while included in this document, are also available upon request, through e-mail (fellowships@ias.unu.edu) or, alternatively, they may be downloaded from the UNU-IAS website (http://www.ias.unu.edu/fellowships/apply.cfm).

In addition to the application form, the following documents must be submitted:
i. Certified copies of academic transcripts (Master’s and Ph.D. courses if applicable) and a copy of doctoral degree certificate  
ii. Two publication samples (if unavailable, please send two chapters from your dissertation)

iii. Two original supporting letters of reference

iv. Evidence of English language proficiency (only required if Ph.D. dissertation was not submitted in English) eg. TOEFL score, certificate of proficiency.

Starting Dates and Application Deadlines

The Postdoctoral Fellowship Programme begins on 1 October 2004 and selected fellows are expected to be in Yokohama by this date. The deadline for applications for the fellowship is 17 May 2004.  
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UNU-IAS Postdoctoral Fellowship 2004 Application Form

	Important: All applications must be received by mail or fax on or before 17 May 2004. Application forms may be printed and completed by hand or they may be downloaded from the website and completed electronically. All completed application forms must be sent to UNU-IAS either by post or by fax. PRIVATE
All parts of this form must be completed in English. Uncompleted parts may result in the application being rejected. This form can be viewed, printed, or downloaded from the UNU-IAS web site (http://www.ias.unu.edu/fellowships/apply.cfm)  or obtained through e-mail (fellowships@ias.unu.edu)



1.
Name: _________________  _________________________Gender: __        


First Name
 Middle Initials 

Last name

2. Date of Birth:                                   ​​​​___  
    Age: ______________________

3. Place of Birth :                                               Nationality: _________________  
4.
Marital Status :                              _              No. of Children :        __________                 

If married, would your spouse accompany you to Yokohama if your application were successful? (We cannot guarantee accommodation for those accompanied)
. 

5.a
Mailing address:

	Home Tel:


	Work Tel:

	Fax:


	E-mail:


5.b
Permanent address: 

6.
Institution/university from which you obtained your Ph.D.: 

Department/faculty: 

University:

Country:

7. Have you successfully defended your thesis?  If yes, please provide month/date:

8. Ph.D. dissertation topic and name of supervisor(s):

9.
Abstract of your Ph.D. thesis. Include details regarding your objectives, methodology, and contribution to your research field. (May be attached on additional sheet but is not to exceed 500 words.)

10. Educational Qualifications – list (in English) most recent first  

Please provide certified copies of academic transcripts (Master’s and Ph.D. courses if they were applicable) and a copy of doctoral degree certificate
	PRIVATE 
  Institution/Country
	 Years

Attended
	 Major    Subjects
	 Grades 

(if applicable)
	 Title of Qualification
	 Month/Year

Completed

	
	
	
	
	
	


11.
Honours, awards, fellowships, and membership of professional bodies:

12.
Employment/Professional History – most recent first

	PRIVATE 
    Position
	    Institution
	               Year        .            
        Start  |    End 

	
	
	
	


13.
Previous training/research related international travel

	PRIVATE 
    Country
	Dates/

Duration
	   Purpose
	  Sponsor(s)

	
	
	
	


14. Please list publications (most recent first). If space is not sufficient, additional sheet may be attached. Attach two significant publications. If these are not available, please attach two chapters of your Ph.D. dissertation.
15. Under which UNU-IAS research theme are you applying for a postdoctoral position?  

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Biodiplomacy, Biodiversity, and Sustainable Development (Policy oriented research on access to genetic resources and benefit sharing, protection of traditional knowledge, intellectual property rights and human rights, technology transfer, Antarctica and the high seas, biosafety, ethical issues related to human cloning and access to essential medicines in developing countries)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Science and Technology Policy Options for Developing Countries (Policy oriented research on gender issues limiting participation of women in science and technology related career, national innovation systems in developing countries, technology transfer under environment related international legal instruments, application of science and technology for achieving the Millennium Development Goals)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Urban Ecosystems (Application of the ecosystem approach to the management of cities)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Sustainable Development Governance (Institutions, institutional interplay and effectiveness, regional sustainable development governance, WTO and sustainable development)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Sustainable Development Education (Promotion of education for sustainable development, especially at higher education, regional centre of excellence to facilitate communication and collaboration among stakeholders at local level, development of tools to integrate sustainable development into university activities)

16. Proposed research title at UNU-IAS (in brief)
17. Proposed research plan at UNU-IAS (Please include at least the following items: 1) present research, 2) proposed research, 3) expected outcome of the proposed research)
(Proposed research plan contd.)

18.
Provide a brief explanation of how your research would contribute to ongoing 


UNU-IAS projects:

19.
Explain your reasons for applying for a UNU-IAS postdoctoral fellowship award:

0. Provide details of the value, duration, and conditions of any other fellowships or salary that you would receive from other institutions during the duration of the UNU-IAS postdoctoral fellowship:

21.
Have you applied for this fellowship previously?  If so, when?

22. 
References: Two original letters of reference are required, preferably from your Ph.D. supervisor and current employer (if applicable). Both references should be sent separately, by the referees, and should be received by the UNU-IAS on or before the application deadline. References should be addressed to the “Postdoctoral Fellowship Committee.”
Please provide the contact details for your two referees.

	Name:
	Name:

	Address:
	Address:



	Telephone:
	Telephone:

	Fax:
	Fax:

	Email:
	Email:


23.
Are you available to begin the fellowship on 1 October 2004?  If no, when will you be able to start?

24.
If your dissertation will not be submitted in English, please provide evidence of your English language proficiency. (e.g. TOEFL score, certificate of proficiency) 
25.
 How did you hear about this fellowship programme? (Place a “X” after appropriate response)

UNU-IAS Website

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Friend/Colleagues 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

UNU-IAS Alumni Network 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Other website 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 (name 



)

Email list 


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 (name 



)

University department
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 (name 



)

Others (please indicate)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 (name 



)

Note:   The following documents in English must be received on or before 17 May 2004.  Failure to include these documents will render your application invalid. Additional relevant material may also be included.

1. Certified copies of academic transcripts (Master’s and Ph.D. courses if they were applicable) and a copy of doctoral degree certificate.

2. Two publication samples (if unavailable, please send two chapters from your dissertation)

3. Two original supporting letters of reference

4. Evidence of English language proficiency (only required if Ph.D. dissertation is not to be submitted in English) eg. TOEFL score, certificate of proficiency.

Declaration: I hereby certify that the information given above is complete and accurate in every respect, and I understand that misrepresentation of any aspect of this application may be cause for denial or revocation of the fellowship. 

______________________________


_____________________
 
Signature of applicant




      Date  

Completed form and other required documents should reach the following address on or before 17 May 2004. Only shortlisted candidates will be contacted.

Postdoctoral Fellowship Committee 
United Nations University Institute of Advanced Studies

6F, International Organizations Center

Pacifico-Yokohama

1-1-1 Minato Mirai

Nishi-ku

Yokohama 220-0012

Japan

Fax: +81-45-221-2303








