	From: dhika sadjad <dhika_shines@yahoo.com>

Subject: New developments from Geeelong

To: jeant@UNSW.EDU.AU, hi_ui2004@yahoogroups.com,

   ...snip... yellowchimp@yahoo.com, rena <tassababe@yahoo.com>


Hi everyone,
 

How are you all doing? I’ve been doing great compared with my first week here ( I can’t remember how long I’ve been here but it sure feels like ages since I‘ve been here…) I just want to share a couple of new developments that have made me quite happy with my situation in Geelong. 
1st of all, I have finally decided on a place to live and will move in there next Monday. I am currently living in this very nice bed and breakfast that is owned by my landlord. I’m going to live with two other friends that are from Zimbabwe. We met when we were moving from residence to the Nash, a terrible backpackers’ inn. We now are living together in this bed and breakfast and we have had a great time together. Our landlord is also the nicest woman in the world (of course I’ll say that… I have free meals and internet here… hahaha…) and she has been to Indonesia and other parts of Asia so we have had many great talks. 
Another development which I’m very happy about is that I only have three days of classes and am free Friday till Monday. This gives me time to do other activities. I plan on doing two main activities. 1st, I’ve sent an application to the Geelong Public Hospital to work as a volunteer. But I still might not work there… They’ll interview me and then I might be accepted or they’ll put me through monthly information sessions… Let’s all cross our fingers and hope that I get accepted because I really want the experience. I have also applied in two clubs; the debating club and a social club where you only sit around and chat with people while you sip tea or something... I can’t even remember the name of that club but I thought it would be a good way to meet new friends. And free tea and cookies never hurts anyone right… hahahaha… I also plan to get a working visa on Monday. Hopefully I can get a part time job. A friend and I want to get enough money for a skiing trip but that is still a long plan away… 
Anyways… contrast to my previous email I’m now finally settling in. I’m far from feeling at home here but I finally see that life is like a puzzle that needs to be put together. I have come to a total comfort zone living in Indonesia with all of my friends surrounding me and all of my activities planned out that this sudden change of location and activities has had a great impact on me. I still miss home but I no longer miss it in a way that tortures me. So I guess I’m starting to see a picture appear from my undone puzzle.
By the way, thank you to those that have sent emails and texts to show your support. It has meant a lot. I hope everyone is doing as many exciting new experiences as I am doing. Changes are really scary, but they do a lot of good in life. Hope to hear more from everyone on what everyone is doing. I enjoy reading the emails very much. 
Best regards
Dhika 
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	From: dhika sadjad <dhika_shines@yahoo.com>

Subject: another 'hello everyone...'

To: jeant@UNSW.EDU.AU, hi ...snip... carlie.blake@idp.com


During my stay in Geelong, one thing that has really caught my attention is how nice everyone is. People at my university, in stores, and any information desk will end their service with a radiant smile, thank you, and have a great day! Even people who don’t know you will give you a smile, say good morning, or happily show you directions whenever you are lost. Just yesterday, when I was on my way to the station to catch a train to Melbourne, a lady, on her bike, smiled widely and said good morning as she passed by. Although this has been a common experience with other strangers that I pass on the streets, I always find myself amazed at how friendly the world has become since I’ve arrived here! 

I always love it when a stranger smiles out of the blue and wishes me a good morning or a good day and have learned to catch someone’s eyes to do the same. Not only do these simple greetings make me smile back, it generates such a positive feeling inside me that helps me through my days here. Without these kind greetings, I’m sure the first week of adapting to my new surroundings would have been worse!

But, the simple greetings that everyone has been giving to each other gives me more than just a happy feeling inside, it has also lead me to a great number of interesting conversations that teach me a lot of interesting information.

During my first week in Geelong, a simple,”hello, good morning”, was all it took to get an interesting geography lesson about Geelong. I was buying some bread in the Seven Eleven when an old man was looking at the same product as I was. I simply said, the three magic words, “hello, good morning”, and he replied and added it with some questions on where I came from, what I was studying, and how did I like Geelong. In response to the last question, I said, “Well, it was hard to get used to my new surroundings in the beginning, but now I have come to enjoy this nice little town.” As a response to my short statement, the old man said, “Small town? Young lady, I think it is important for you to know that Geelong is the 2nd largest city in Victoria and it has everything that any person would need.” So, apparently, all the time that I was complaining that I felt like I was in the middle of nowhere, I should have known that I was actually living in the 2nd largest city in Victoria.

Another day I sat next to a man in the bus and again, I used the three magic words. As a response, we started to have a conversation and I learned about how dry Australia was, programs that the government has been implementing to stop the water shortage and how sad the man was whenever he looked at his garden. Last week, as I was sitting alone, enjoying the wind and the seaside view at the Waterfront, a small kid, around the age of five,  boldly came up to me with his dog and asked why I was wearing a scarf on my head… Surprised with this sudden question, I answered as brief as possible and changed the subject to his dog. In return, I found out that even though a dog is deaf in one ear because of ear infection you could still teach him tricks and that being an Eskimo is apparently the best job on earth because you could live in ice and be free from the hot Australian summer… hahaha… I certainly enjoyed that conversation the most!

Now, you’re probably wondering what exactly am I trying to say through this article. Well, my point is, the most important lesson that I have learned while I was staying here is that you mustn’t put borders around you that will prevent you from talking, understanding, and knowing other people because it is when you start to listen and ask questions you will learn more than you have ever before. And most importantly, it’s amazing how much a smile, a good morning, and a wish that everyone has a great day can give you.
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