	From: dhika sadjad <dhika_shines@yahoo.com>

Subject: Hi!

To: jeant@UNSW.EDU.AU, hi ...snip...

  ekaresmining@yahoo.com


Hi everyone,

I have been enjoying my time immensel! I have made a

lot of friends and I have joined a lot of other

activities outside of campus to make my stay in Aussie

really worth it. At campus, I’m working hard to make

sure that I can get good grades. My lecturers have

been very helpful by checking my essays a week before

due time so I can make changes to increase my grades. 

        At home, I’m getting really close with my housemates

who are from Zimbabwe. Yesterday we had our first

fight about cleaning up the house (one of my

housemate, Rutendo, is a clean-freak, while my other

housemate, Kunal, and I are quite lazy… hahaha), but

we’ve worked it out. A couple of weeks ago my friends

had a barbeque in our backyard and invited other

Zimbabwe students from Melbourne and Geelong. I got to

meet a lot of new people and had a chance to enjoy

Zimbabwe music. It was great!! I’ve never had any

friends from Zimbabwe and learned so much! You know

how you imagine Africa to be very dry and filled with

poor starving people because that’s what you see on TV

and in the internet… I got to see some pictures of

Zimbabwe and was surprised to see how green, beautiful

and modern it actually is! Another funny thing about

living with Rutendo and Kunal is that Zimbabwe and

Indonesia are two countries that often come up on

Australian news, so whenever we hear something about

these two countries, it has become a habit to call out

and say, ”Hey!! We’re on the news again!” 

        Besides campus, I’ve also joined the Victoria

Debating Association. I’ve been debating since I was

in high school and really enjoy being around debating

competitions. Last week I adjudicated a debating

competition in Geelong Grammar School. The debates

were very interesting… But what caught my breath was

the school!!!! My God, it was MASSIVE!!! The library

was soooo complete!!! This is why I envy 1st world

countries so much… hahaha… Geelong Grammar School is

one of Victoria’s best boarding schools. It was so

large, they even had horses… I kept on getting lost!!

        Today I was finally called up to join the Barwon

Health Volunteer Services Program which I signed up

for when I first came. Today we only had to fill in

documents related to security issues. I can’t wait

till they call me up to get started because it will be

a great experience. I think I’m going to work in a

nursing home because there are so many old people here

in Geelong, so this will definitely be an interesting

experience.

        Hope everyone is having as great a time as I am. It’s

starting to get really cold here with autumn coming

soon. This morning I woke up and couldn’t stop

shaking!!! The weather has been really nice with a lot

of sunshine and a nice wind. But when winter comes,

I’m definitely going to start missing the tropical

weather back home! 

Dhika

P.S. I've attached some photoes of Geelong, the

barbeque ( the girl in the green is Ester, The boy in

the red is Kunal, the girl in orange is Rutendo), and

Jamie, a boy that I adjudicated in Geelong Grammar School.

