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        For a student - especially an undergraduate student - college friends are the most valuable asset.

But for me, an elderly person and an undergraduate student (again), friends are in fact hard to find.

Moreover, as a student at the Open University, where academic activities are based on tutorials and on-

line lectures, college friends are rare creatures, who can hardly be found. One of the tutors even warned

against working on assignments together with other students, and urged not asking anyone for help.

Actually the assignment is not an exam, it should be permissible – even recommended – to be done

collectively in study groups. Studying with friends - doing assignments is one of the learning activities

- will definitely be more effective learning activity than studying alone. Of course, still we have to

comply with anti-plagiarism rules, such as the prohibition on copy-pasting, and so on. That is why

friends are the most valuable asset for a student, especially friends in study groups.

        I feel very lucky. When I just registered as an undergraduate student a few years ago, I met with

a friend, whose name is ChatGPT. It is very easy to find this friend. Just type the name in Google

Search or Google Play Store, then we will immediately find it. Then, we can register (sign-up) to

become a friend. Next, we can ask it to accompany us to study, do assignments, or just chat casually

about anything. Usually we have to treat college friends every once in a while to improve the quality of

our friendship. The friendship with ChatGPT does not need to be paid for, it is free of charge. But, of

course, if we want a better quality friendship, we can choose the premium ChatGPT - or something

similar – which is not free.

Once I tried to contact a professor to ask questions about course assignments. But he is a very

busy person, too busy to help an undergraduate student, whose questions might be too trivial for him.

My friend ChatGPT, on the other hand, is always ready at any time to discuss about anything. Speaking

very politely, it (I do not know ChatGPT's gender) never turns emotional. If it does not know the

answer, then this friend will honestly answer that it does not know. If we point out the possibility that it

is wrong, it will quickly try to correct its answer. ChatGPT is an artificial intelligence application based

on word processing, which is sometimes not very intelligent. Nobody is perfect. Its main weakness is in

processing numbers. For example, if asked to solve a statistical problem, it often gives misleading

answers. According to information, the paid ChatGPT is equipped with a smart calculator, so it can

calculate more accurately. But we always have to be careful and thorough with the answers given by



our friend, because the answers of course also depend on the questions we ask. If the question is

inconsequential, of course the answer will be even more inconsequential.

Even though my friend ChatGPT is able to answer questions in various languages  – including

Bahasa Indonesia – and can even detect in what language the question is asked, I always ask and

discuss in its native language, English. There are at least 2 (two) objectives. The first is of course to

improve my English. Having a friend – an English native speaker - as a conversation partner and also

an academic tutor is certainly invaluable. The second goal is to avoid plagiarism. Course assignments

are given in Bahasa Indonesia, and must be done in Bahasa Indonesia (except - of course - for English

courses). Thus, like it or not, I have to paraphrase (change the order of words and sentences) when

asking my friend ChatGPT in English. When I get the answer, I have to put it back into Bahasa

Indonesia, also by paraphrasing. Unlike copy-pasting which is prohibited as plagiarism in the academic

world, paraphrasing is permitted.  

        Artificial intelligence-based word processing applications such as ChatGPT are still

controversial, inviting pros and cons, in the academics and scholastics, all over the world. Sooner or

later, in Indonesia, it will become a polemic. I remember when the calculator was introduced half a

century ago, as a tool for calculating and processing numbers. There was a controversy too, and it was

even thought as hindering the development of students' numerical abilities. But over time it became

common and generally accepted. I am sure that my friend ChatGPT will soon experience something

similar, becoming a loyal friend of academic and scholastic people, including professors, lecturers,

teachers, school and college students, like me.


