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Summary

Abdul Samad Ahmad (1913-1997) and Harun Aminurrasih (1911-1990) were among the first generation of Malay literary writers. The themes of their works mostly related to patriotism and heroism that directly correlated to their attitude and consciousness in the spirit of Asian nationalism, inspired by Dr. Sun Yat Sen, Mahatma Gandhi, Soekarno, etc. Both writers were profoundly involved in the history of mass-media in Malaya. They also expressed their ideas and spirit through their short-stories in their magazines and newspaper. 

The Singapore National Library Board (NLB) houses a large collection of the works by the two authors. It is a perfect place for the proposed research program. The NLB is also connected in a network to the National University of Singapore library. Both libraries are very resourceful for future research activities on the related subjects. The research program will take approximately 6 (six) working months as a full-time researcher beginning in November or December 2006 at the latest.
The main results of this research program will be published in books, papers, and other media, including a public presentation of the results in Singapore and else where, so that the works of the two writers will be better recognized by Asian readers in general, especially the Malay audience, and at the same time will enhance the spirit of nationalism among the next generations in Asian countries.

The recognition to the results of this research program will also promote the role of NLB in the dissemination of science and knowledge in the world.
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